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ing Reverend Mother Stuart is well fitted to speak, after her
long years of experience, first as Superior Vicar of the
English convents, and then as Superior General, in which
capacity she visited the houses all over the world :
" It is obvious that so marked a system of training calls
for types of educators equally distinct. Some educate by
personal gift and influence. The influence of a great per-
sonality is always felt, whether educating directly or in-
directly. ... To the nuns of the Sacred Heart it is the
Society that educates, they stand for it at the appointed
hours to teach, or keep supervision, knowing that they
have behind them its confidence and its authority. . . .
" Three sides of the training call for particular considera-
tion : the studies, the discipline, and the training in conduct.
" The Society of the Sacred Heart has its own programme
of studies, of which the foundations and principles are the
same in all schools of the same grade, and the superstruc-
ture is adapted to the wants of each country in which this
Society has founded houses. The programme of studies
aims at giving as complete an introduction as girls can
master, in their school years, to the various departments of
study which may interest them in after life. The object,
when it was drawn up, was to enable those who had gone
through it to judge wisely of persons and things, to dis-
tinguish between the * precious and the vile * in questions
of literature, art, taste, conduct and manners; and the
studies which conduced most effectually to this end were
considered relatively the most important. Next in order
came those that were useful, and afterwards those that
were considered at the time merely ornamental. ... A
scheme of studies resting on a permanent basis, with an
harmonious programme and a possibility of being revised
both in length and bfeadth, and of finding its own balance